
Virtual Housekeeping
▪ Roll call; type your name in the chat

▪ Please remain muted during presentations to prevent 

feedback

▪ Having trouble with internet connection or glitchy video try 

turning off your camera

▪ Q & A  Breaks will take place between presentations. During 

presentations questions can be typed it in the chat box. These 

will be answered in the chat or during a Q & A Break.

▪ If time runs short, remaining questions can be emailed 

greta.dige@mt.gov

Thank you and enjoy!

mailto:greta.dige@mt.gov


Environmental 

Assessments
MNHP Environmental Summary Tool

&

Environmental Assessment Forms



Environmental Summary Report
mtnhp.org



• Zoom in to project location

• Choose how to summarize report

• Choose layers

• Or…locate project by TRS, or 

Lat/Long









Environmental 

Summary Report











All EA Forms

 Checklist

Complete each line in the checklist

Choose which level of impact is most likely for each line

 Think critically about the questions: Weed control efforts do have impacts 
on the environment, but not all impacts are bad and most can be 
mitigated easily.

Choose Yes, No, or N/A depending on mitigation needs

 Mitigation

Complete the mitigation section based on the answers in the checklist; 
even if the answer is “No Mitigation Necessary”.

 These should be specific statements, and may need to include 
application methods and information from herbicide labels.



General Vegetation



Remember to use MS Word, then copy and paste in each field.



Wildlife Habitat & TES Species





Soils and Water Brett



Soils & Water 



Upload Soil Maps

Soil Map: Soil Types With Descriptions

Soil Qualities and Features: Soil Drainage Class 
(Saturated Whole Soil Ksat) (Leaching)

Water Features: Depth to Water Table (Leaching)

Soil Erosion Factors: K Factor (Kw) (Runoff)

Soil Erosion Factors: Soil Wind Erodibility Group (WEG) 
(Post Application Drift)

Soil Chemical Properties: Soil pH (If any herbicide label 
contains limitations in regards to soil pH) (Chemical 
Inhibitors)



Upload Surface Water & Well Maps
Surface Water Map: With any legible map source such as 
google earth, Montana Geographic Information Clearinghouse, 
paper topographical maps, etc.

Maps must clearly label all surface water features by name 
within the project area and adjacent to herbicide application 
areas.

 Indicate unnamed features as “unnamed pond #1”, or 
“unnamed stream #2”.

Create a well location map and well log through the Montana 
Geographic Information Clearinghouse (must use google 
chrome).

Maps must clearly label all wells less than 50 feet in depth 
within the project area boundary.



Review Your Information
Review your maps and identify areas of vulnerability. Ask, will the application of a product increase 

the chances of the following conditions to occur

Carefully read your product labels for appropriate use and application .

 Large areas of steep slopes with fine or gravely soils could be potentially significant vulnerabilities to soil 

instability, erosion, or compaction.

 Likewise, areas of drainage, confluence, and ponding could be potentially significant vulnerabilities to 

leaching of herbicides through the soil profile.

 Any other impacts may be fire damage, ash layers, monocultures (Knapweed) whose treatment may 

effect soil stability, flooding, recent construction, ect.

 Any water that is ponding on the surface, or wetland environment, is considered surface water

 Spraying herbicides on or near surface waters can kill aquatic vegetation and small invertebrates, leading 

to an increase of CO2 in the water which can suffocate and kill larger aquatic species.

 Soils vulnerable to leaching or runoff near water bodies are potential hazards for surface water 

contamination.

 Soils vulnerable to leaching, or with shallow water tables are vulnerable to groundwater contamination 



Complete Potential Risk Assessment

List every Active Ingredient that will be applied in 

tank mixes or as a single chemical. Each active 

ingredient only needs to be listed once, but consider 

all application locations for your mitigation 

strategies.

Check each Environmental Hazard box that applies 

to the listed active ingredient. This information can 

be found on the Product Label 





Complete Project Description Table
 Review your Project Site Maps and check the boxes which apply to 

location sensitivities that are present in your project area. 

Public Water Supplies:

 Every PWS has a Well Control Zone associated with its permitting. Well 
Control Zones have special restrictions about the storage and usage of 
hazardous materials (including pesticides). In Montana, Control Zones 
typically consist of a 100 foot radius exclusion zone. When in doubt contact 
the Montana Department of Environmental Quality.

• Read and site your product labels.

• Describe the areas vulnerable to the nature of that product and 
how you plan to mitigate negative impacts of product usage.

Mitigation





Soils & Water (More Info)

Review The Noxious Weed Trust Fund EA Soils, Ground & 

Surface Water completion guide at: 

http://montana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index

.html?appid=a47893aa6c89487e8a5e30da728f8dce

http://montana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=a47893aa6c89487e8a5e30da728f8dce


Air Quality





Historical and 

Archaeological Sites



EA Document Checklist



• GENERAL VEGETATION TYPE

• WILDLIFE HABITAT & TES SPECIES GRETA DIGE

• AIR QUALITY 444-7882 

• HISTORICAL & ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES great.dige@mt.gov 

• SOILS & WATER BRETT HEITSHUSEN

Email:  BHeitshusen@mt.gov

444-3271

John Peterson

Email:  John.Peterson@mt.gov

444-5422


